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MOVIE NIGHT
With Popcorn and Cokes Provided by EAA 21

7731 Telephone Rd
Evansville IN 47715
(812) 479-6344
mrthermoQ@aol.com
Email your 2009 Oshkosh photos (JPG format) to Steve Eberhart or Pete Wiggin,
and we will set up a projector to view them. We’ll also give you the opportunity to

talk about what you saw there. We’ll make a DVD for each member of all the pictures.

Vice President:
Earl Schroeder
5436 S St. Phillips Rd

Evansville IN 47712
(812) 985-3372
earl schroeder@juno.com

Treasurer:

Hugh Gerhardt

11688 Heim Rd.
Chandler, IN 47610
(812) 306-1931
HGonawing@yahoo.com

Secretary:

Gary Zimmerman

10814 N. Green River Rd.
Evansville IN 47725
(812) 867-5437

g.zimmerman@insightbb.com

Young Eagles Coordinator:
John Rudolph

8631 Clifton Dr.

Evansville IN 47725
(812) 480-6898
jrudolph@rudolphweb.com

Newsletter Editor:
Pete Wiggin
738 Woodall Dr.
Evansville, IN 47711
(812) 204-6133
eaa2 Inleditor@hotmail.com

Program Director and
Webmaster:

Steve Eberhart

PO Box 9227
Evansville, IN 47724
(812) 422-4525
steve@newtech.com

Afterwards, if we have time, we’ll watch an Aviation Movie. (I have over a dozen

to choose from.)

Next Chapter Meeting will be Wednesday August 12, 7:00 PM
at Skylane Airport.

Skylane Airport (3EV) located at 2029 Allens Lane, %10 mile east of St. Joseph Ave, Evansville, Indiana

The Flight to AirVenture

On Thursday, July 23, I got up in the morning,
planning on loading my Luscombe for the big trip
to Oshkosh on either Friday or Saturday, depend-
ing on which day looked best weatherwise. I had a
fairly leisurely breakfast, and about 8:30 turned on
my computer to check the weather for the trip.
What I saw made me decide that, if [ wanted to fly
to Oshkosh, I’d better leave TODAY. Otherwise
I’d either be driving, or waiting until at least Sun-
day to make the trip.

I put my bags together as quickly as I could,
made the trip out to Skylane, where I ran into Earl
Schroeder. He was also making preparations to
leave, and told me Phil Dawes and Jim Schmitt left
early that morning.

Thursday seemed awful early to be leaving for
a show that started the following Monday, but
when you fly VFR you’re at the
mercy of the weather, and if you —
don’t fly when the weather is good,

you don’t fly at all. And yet, what e ),

would I do when I got up there? How would I get
to the UWO dorm? (For which my reservations
didn’t start until Saturday night!)

I got my plane loaded, fueled, and was air-
borne about 12:05. The weather in southern Indi-
ana and Illinois was great VFR, with not a cloud in
the sky until I got past I-70, then an overcast ap-
peared about 3500 or 4000 feet, much higher that I
was.

As I flew through northern Illinois some storm
clouds appeared in the vicinity of Rockford. I was
able to steer east of them, through a VFR corridor
between the rain and the Mode C veil around Chi-
cago. I was ready to turn around and land some-
where to the south if need be, but I wanted to get
past this weather if I could, otherwise it might just
block my path, and I would be stuck somewhere
for a day or two. I could see blue sky
. and the horizon to the north-northeast,

™\ so that’s where I headed.
! Once I got north of Chicago, the sky to
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the northeast was a really clear blue, with the horizon sharply visi-
ble. To the northwest there was still cloudiness, with possible
weather in the clouds, so I steered northeast toward Burlington. I
was planning to land there anyway.

I found Burlington without any trouble, and set up for a left
downwind for the northwest runway. The wind had been out of the
west-northwest the entire flight, so it only seemed natural to land on
that runway. As I turned final I was surprised how high and close I
was to the runway numbers. I tried to descend, but it became appar-
ent [ would touch down more than halfway down the runway, so |
went around.

As I re-entered the downwind, I spotted the windsock. It was
pointing the wrong way. I had been trying to land with a tailwind!
I crossed over the runway and entered the downwind for the south-
east runway (Runway 10, I think.) I landed without any problem,
and taxied to the self-service fuel pump.

That cloudiness toward the west contained a moderate amount
of rain, and as I was filling my tanks, I started getting wet. Just as I
was completing the job of refueling it started raining fairly hard. 1
was putting the fuel cap back in place when I started getting really
wet. But I was able to put 18 gallons of gas in the tank.

Back inside the pilot’s lounge to check the weather computer, 1
could see there was weather to the south and southwest. To the
north, there was no weather, and good VFR was being reported eve-
rywhere. After checking everything over, I climbed back in the
airplane, and headed north into the kind of clear blue, haze free sky
you see after a rainshower.

I headed to RIPON intersection to begin the Oshkosh arrival
procedures. I tuned to AirVenture Arrival ATIS 118.75, and there
was nothing. I was about to Waupun before I figured out that
AirVenture procedures didn’t start until Friday—and this was
Thursday! I flew to Fisk anyway, called the tower on 118.5, and
landed on runway 36.

Arrival at Wittman Field

As I turned off the runway. I marveled at how emptythe field
was. I don’t think I had ever seen the AirVenture grounds so open
and unoccupied. The EAA volunteer who helped me park put me in
the first spot on Row 70, right up front on the airshow line. It’s the
first time I had been that close to the action.

The Return to Evansville

The Luscombe stayed parked in that spot for 10 days. On
Thursday July 31. one week after I arrived, I started putting my
things together and loaded most of it in my airplane, anticipating a
return trip on Friday or Saturday. But, as was the case on my trip
north. I had to make adjustments in my timing because of weather.
A large area of rain was moving into central Illinois, and then into
southwestern Indiana on Friday and Saturday. I delayed my depar-
ture until Sunday morning.

I was airborne by 8:00 AM on Sunday morning into a clear
blue sky with a light west wind. The low pressure area was to the
east, and out of the picture. As I climbed higher into the sky, my
groundspeed readout became higher. I climbed to 4500’ then 6500’
eventually getting to 7500 feet, all the while watching my ground-
speed increase with altitude. I had originally planned to land at
Mattoon, but with my groundspeed, I decided I could make it all the
way to Evansville safely, without stopping for fuel anywhere. I
landed at Skylane after 4 hours and 12 minutes of flight, and took
on 18 gallons of fuel once here. I’d always figured I could make it
non-stop between Evansville and Oshkosh, but I would be at mini-
mum fuel once arriving. This is the first time I had actually made
that trip non-stop.

Submitted by Pete Wiggin

Thanks to Earl Schroeder for letting me use his camera

Oshkosh Ramblings

After leaving one day earlier than planned and staying for
nearly nine days, I’m back home in Indiana!

The trip up was at a lowest average altitude (2200 ft) I’d ever
flown and I never found a parcel of smooth air during the 2 %4 hour
journey.

Since it was prior to the Fisk arrival procedures, I assumed that

I would be granted my preferred 36/18 runway. Wrong! After [ was
cleared to land on 36, an “easy type” on left base was granted clear-
ance and I was instructed to head North for a left base to 27...
drats, foiled again! I now have another aircraft type to add to my
“list.” I was able to stay on hard surface and eventually found the
usual Lancair parking area.
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There were folks directing you on the ground and they allowed
driving into the spot instead of dragging it in. In fact, I saw a lot of
ground driving in this year which is unusual.

The focus this year for me was the electric powered aircraft. A
number of forums and actual electric powered aircraft were avail-
able. The significant lowering of price in Li-on batteries since Janu-
ary was a pleasant surprise. Brush less and brush electric motors
were both being used. I still do not know the exact controller func-
tion for each type. I believe next Oshkosh will highlight electric
aircraft and hopefully let some fly during the early days of the con-
vention instead near the end.

Another interest was a possible replacement for 100LL. After
attending several forums on the subject, I believe Swift fuel has the
best solution. If we can arrange it, we have a Swift fuel presentation
at an upcoming Ch 21 meeting. One of the principals has a girl-
friend in Evansville so timing is the only issue.

The A380 is huge. For some reason, I stood (or sat sometimes)
in line for 2 % hours to walk through it. We saw a dog sniffing for
stuff and guards milling around us. No bags or camera bags were
allowed. A visitor badge was clipped on us prior and removed after
boarding.

I was expecting to count the number of seat rows but instead
saw a test bed aircraft with all the wiring and tubing exposed. Many

How About a i -h Gast S |

plastic barrels (which could be filled with water for simulated pas-
senger weight) were everywhere. I was very disappointed that the
cockpit doors were closed.

White Knight Two is also huge. Strange beast indeed with two
landing nose wheels. We were unable to figure out how it was
steered and I forgot to ask at the forum. The reason it has four en-
gines is to offset adverse yaw from an engine failure. In order to
carry a huge payload and not have the engine blast on it the engines
are mounted outboard of the booms making the rudders much too
small to compensate for an engine out.

The best forum was given by a retired Air Force One pilot who
looked much too young to retire. He served during Clinton and
Bush. There are eight pilots available for all the aircraft (except
helos) used by the White House and they sign up for life (or until
they retire) and are on 24hr 7day/wk duty. He would not mention
the differences between the movie and real except that it does not
have glass cockpit doors. They do not fly with escorts. He indicated
AF1 is more capable than any fighter and has much better protec-
tion but when asked for some details, declined to answer.

2009 was the coolest Oshkosh I’ve attended and perhaps the
wettest with few complaints.

I have reservations for 2010.

Submitted by Earl Schroeder

White Knight Two. The aircraft
is flown from the right fuselage
pod. The "windows" on the left
side are just black paint.

To: EAA21 Newsletter Editor Pete and all EAA21 members with planes.

I just found out the Annual Arkansas Chili Cook Off contest will be held this year on
Sept. 12, 2009. Flying into Gaston’s, AR (3MO - three Mike zero) is the easy way to
get there. Two years ago the folks at Gaston’s were happy to transport free of charge
our group of seven or so flyers to and from the Bull Shoals State Park where the event
is held . It is a fine and interesting grass strip as anyone who made this trip can con-
firm. Chili samples and other foods were great also. Lots of local Arkansas locals to be

seen as this event is akin to Evansville's Fall Festival.
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I would like to nominate this event for announcement in our monthly newsletter list of fly in events.

For more info, click the following: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8nHylvAn_k

Larry Helming, RV7 (the tail dragging plane in hangar 48 looking for a race)
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Pete Wiggin — Newsletter Editor
eaa2lnleditor@hotmail.com

Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

EAA21 Chapter Meeting: Wednesday August 12", 7:00 PM, Skylane Airport
Skylane Airport (3EV) located at 2029 Allens Lane, %1, mile east of St. Joseph Ave, Evansville, Indiana

Dates Event Name Location Distance
Aug 9, 2009 Sinful Sunday Hanover, IN 125 miles
Aug 15,2009  EAA Chapter 67 Pancake Fly-in Noblesville, IN 164 miles
Aug 16,2009  EAA 1315 Fly-In/Drive-In Breakfast Taylorville, IL 140 miles
Sep 5, 2009 Fly/In Cruise/In Marion, IN 205 miles
Sep 12, 2009 Chili Cook-off, Gaston’s Resort Lakeview, AR 296 miles
Sep 26, 2009 Wood, Fabric and Tailwheels Fly-In Hanover, IN 125 miles
Oct 1-3, 2009 Midwest LSA Expo Mt. Vernon, IL 72 miles
Oct 3, 2009 Paoli Mun Airport Aviation Day Fly in  Paoli, IN 72 miles
Nov 7, 2009 EAA Sport Air Workshop Indianapolis, IN 139 miles
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