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When it came time to certify the plane, I made 
the choice to go through the FSDO office, (FAA 
Flight Standards District Office) rather than to use 
the DAR (Designated Airworthiness Representa-
tive.)  I called Indianapolis FSDO, 
and talked to the manager of the of-
fice.  He said that within ten days he 
would assign an inspector, and in a 
week and a half the inspector came 
down here.  We weren’t quite ready 

when we signed up, so we put in a lot of late 
hours, trying to get everything done.  But I had a 
few items that weren’t done when he got here.

He wasn’t happy on a couple of items.  It was-
n’t that he was being overly picky, 
it’s just that I ran out of time trying to 
get them done.  He said he would 
come back in a week, and we were 
good by that time.

(Continued on page 2)

First Flight—Another RV-7 Takes to the Air
Steve Eberhart got his RV-7A certified, and has flown it; this after eight years of construction.  His 

FAA certification inspection started on June 11, and was completed on June 18.  The first flight occurred 
June 24.  I talked with Steve about his experience getting his plane certified and flying for the first time.

Next Meeting
Saturday July 11th, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Skylane Airport
The July meeting will be another

Fly The Members DayFly The Members Day
Join us for a trip back in time to a period when flying still 
captured people's imagination. When families packed a 
picnic lunch and spent the day at the airport; watching 
airplanes and dreaming about the wondrous places the 

airplanes were taking the lucky passengers.
This is a family cookout with burgers, brats and drinks 
provided by the Chapter. Those with a significant other
please bring something for the pot luck luncheon. If you 

don't have a significant other, just come and enjoy a “day 
at the airport”.
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He was fair; he was thorough.  He found one loose bolt be-
tween the two inspection panels on the bottom that hold the fuel 
tank on.  Vince and John had both missed it.  Larry and I had both 
missed it.  But he found it.  He went through fairly but thoroughly.  
We got a really good inspection out of it.  It wasn’t just a paper-
work-only thing.

It was obvious that it was a government agency doing it, and 
not a DAR.  He wasn’t pleased with the font that I used for my N 
number.  He said the regulation specified the font, and he would like 
to see that.  He didn’t fail me on it, but he made a point that he was-
n’t happy with it.    

I also found out that you need to give the inspector a marked up 
sectional with what you want your fly-off area to be, and not let 
them select your fly-off area.  I’ve got an area that’s suitable for a 
light-sport, or an ultralight, in my opinion.  It’s a fifty nautical mile 
radius around Skylane, true, but you can’t leave Indiana.  So that 
gives me somewhat less than a ninety degree pie-section out of that 
area around Evansville.  Plus, you’re not supposed to fly through 
controlled airspace, so that takes a 
twenty mile circle around Evansville out 
of the picture.  You’re not supposed to 
be in any arrival or departure paths, so 
that’s a section you’re not supposed to 
be in.  I can go to Vincennes, I can go to 
Huntingburg, down to Tell City, but I’ve 
got to stay out of Evansville’s Class C 
airspace, unless I’m landing at Evans-
ville Regional.  

My last hour in the air—I’ve only 
got two hours on it right now—was try-
ing to get the engine broken in, so it was 
wide open the whole hour.  I ended up 
burning 13 ½ gallons of fuel, which is 
right at what it should be.  I went from Evansville, to Vincennes, to 
Huntingburg, to Tell City, to Huntingburg, to Vincennes, to Hun-
tingburg, to Tell City,  back and forth two more times, in that hour.  

Another interesting thing:  Everybody that I talked to had been 
through a DAR.  They had to apply for their repairman’s certificate 
after they get their airworthiness certificate from the DAR.  They 
have to take their paperwork to FSDO to get it.  

When I submitted my paperwork, he called me back and asked 
me if I was an A&P.  I said no.  He asked me if I was going to get 
the repairman’s certificate. I said yes, but I understood that I had to 

apply for that afterwards.  He said that was only if you were work-
ing with a DAR.  He told me he could do it all at the same time.  He 
actually filled the paperwork out for me and brought it down with 
him.  So I got my repairman’s certificate while he was here.  That, I 
think, is a big plus when working with the FSDO.  

And the guy that I was working with, John Rankle, was great.  
There were errors in my submission originally, and he entered it 
into the computer, made the updates, printed it out and brought it 
back down, and I signed it when he was down here.  A really nice 
guy.  But he’s restricted to going by the regulations.  He’s “by the 
rules,” but he was fair.

So now I’ve got two hours on the plane.  My first flight was 0.6 
hours, and that was taking off from Skylane, flying over to Evans-
ville, circling overhead, doing a couple of stalls, and then landing 
there.  The next flight was the one where I went out and put the hour 
on it, trying to get the engine broken in.  When I went out the next 
day and saw the fuel leak,  I decided it was going to be a lot easier 
to fix the problem over here at Skylane than it would be at EVV.  So 
rather than fly the first twenty hours out of Evansville, I decided to 
land here so I can fix it. When I flew it over here, that was the first 

grass strip landing I’ve ever done.  It 
wasn’t pretty, but it was OK.
Now I’ve got the fuel leak fixed and I’m 
putting it back together.  I’m pulling the 
fuel sensors out so I can send one back 
in to get it fixed.  I’ve got a new probe 
coming in for the cylinder head tempera-
ture gauge.  I think the problem with that 
is the connector, where it goes into the 
engine monitor.  I’ve also got a problem 
with one of the exhaust gas temperature 
probes.
I’ll be ready, probably in another two 
days, to put it back in the air again.  I’ve 
got my airworthiness certificate, my re-

pairman’s certificate, and it’s just like ordinary maintenance for any 
other plane.  Fix the issues, put an entry into the engine logbook, 
and it’s good to go.

The airplane flies exactly like every other RV airplane I’ve ever 
flown.  It’s no better and no worse.  It’s honest, and did exactly 
what I expected it to do; it didn’t do anything I wasn’t expecting it 
to do.  

Now, let’s get those hours flown off so we can fly to Oshkosh!
—Pete Wiggin

Steve receiving his “pink slip”

Exiting the plane after the first landing

Steve’s First Flight!
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There are a few noteworthy things to bring up in this month’s 
newsletter.  First let’s congratulate Steve Eberhart for getting his 
new RV-7A’s certification ticket.  Also he has flown it to Tri State 
Aviation and will finish up a few things there before beginning to 
fly the hours required by the FAA.

I am still waiting for a call from Texas Roadhouse for the fund-
raiser we held there last month.  They said it would be a minimum 
of four weeks and I’m hoping for a call from them this week.  
Hopefully we made a few dollars for Young Eagle’s expenses.

We want to thank all the people involved for the Young Eagles 
program held on Saturday the 27th.  John Rudolph and his wife 
Melissa had everything set up and running smoothly and we can’t 
thank them enough. All the people on the ground crew did a great 
job maneuvering and parking aircraft.  Also we had people running 
the young ones and parents from FBO to the aircraft and kept every-
one safe.  The guys where running the kids thru ground school and 
getting them out onto the ramp in time to catch the next plane.  I 
don’t think anyone had too long a wait for their ride.  Now let’s talk 
about the pilots that flew the kids.  Initially I was a little disap-
pointed with the number of kids that showed up.  I am sure the 
weather had something to do with that but when it all comes down 
to is it was a blessing in disguise.  “It sure was hot in those air-
planes.”  Still it was worth it so see the faces and hear what they 
said after exiting the planes.  I hope all the pilots had at least a cou-
ple of kids that was worth the heat we put up with, I know I did. 

We want to thank Henderson County Airport for letting us use 

their facility again this year.  I think this is the perfect place for the 
Young Eagles program. I intend to go back in the next few days and 
thank them from Chapter 21’s members for their hospitality. 

How cool was it for the youngsters to get an official logbook 
this year besides their Young Eagle certificates?   Sporty’s Pilot 
Shop provided the log books and also a free online pilots training 
guide.  If I am correct this is the same thing some of us paid ap-
proximately a couple of hundred bucks for.  One of the neat features 
is if they don’t misplace their password this program is good indefi-
nitely. 

Saturday July 11th we will host another Fly the Member pro-
gram have our monthly meeting at Skylane Airport, and have an-
other cookout.  Please bring your spouse or a friend if they enjoy 
that kind of thing and a covered side dish.  Chapter 21 will buy the 
drinks from the vending machines like last time.  Hopefully the 
weather will cooperate this time.  I think every one still had a good 
time last time even if we did not fly. 

Please RSVP to Steve Eberhart if you are attending and if some 
one is coming with you. 

Oshkosh is coming up this month, I hope everyone has made 
their reservations and can get time off to go.  Remember if you are 
flying to print out the notams for instructions to get there.  They are 
listed on the EAA Home Page.

See all of you the 11th.
Jay Sanders  #837410

President, EAA Chapter 21

From the desk of the President

Saturday, June 27 was our Young Eagles rally at the Henderson, KY airport.  We flew approximately 80 kids.  Here are some pictures.

(Thanks to Don Taylor for these pictures.)
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Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

EAA Chapter 21

11688 Heim Road
Chandler IN  47610

Address Service Requested

Send  Your  Dues  Payment  To:

Pete Wiggin — Newsletter Editor
eaa21nleditor@hotmail.com

                                                                                                                                                    

EAA21 Chapter Meeting:   Saturday July 11th,  10:00 AM,  Skylane Airport
Fly The Members Day

See Page One for details

Skylane Airport (3EV) located at 2029 Allens Lane, 3/10 mile east of St. Joseph Ave, Evansville, Indiana

Dates Event Name Location Distance

July 12, 2009 Sinful Sunday Hanover, IN 121 miles 
July 19, 2009 EAA 1315 Fly-In Breakfast Taylorville, IL 142 miles 
Jul 27-Aug 2 EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2009 Oshkosh, WI 418 miles
Aug 9, 2009 Sinful Sunday Hanover, IN 125 miles 
Aug 15, 2009 EAA Chapter 67 Pancake Fly-in Noblesville, IN 164 miles 
Aug 16, 2009 EAA 1315 Fly-In/Drive-In Breakfast Taylorville, IL 140 miles 
Sep 5, 2009 Fly/In Cruise/In Marion, IN 205 miles 
Sep 26, 2009 Wood, Fabric and Tailwheels Fly-In Hanover, IN 125 miles 
Oct 1-3, 2009 Midwest LSA Expo Mt. Vernon, IL 72 miles 
Oct 3, 2009 Paoli Mun Airport Aviation Day Fly in Paoli, IN 72 miles 
Nov 7, 2009 EAA Sport Air Workshop Indianapolis, IN 139 miles 

Are you ready for AirVenture?Are you ready for AirVenture?


