LCHAPTER

T

E VANSVILLE

EDUCATION

r

ENTAL ARCRAT 45
2 l INDIANA

FELLOWSHIP 1/

Je G:F-r OF F"'ﬁ

0y

Ty

EAA Chapter 21
NEWSLETTER

Volume 11, Issue 1

www.eaa21.org January 2009

Chapter
Offficers

President:

Jay Sanders

7731 Telephone Rd
Evansville IN 47715
(812) 479-6344
mrthermoQ@aol.com

Vice President:

Earl Schroeder

5436 S St. Phillips Rd
Evansville IN 47712
(812) 985-3372

earl schroeder@juno.com

Treasurer:

Hugh Gerhardt
11688 Heim Rd.
Chandler, IN 47610
(812) 568-2311

Secretary:

Gary Zimmerman

10814 N. Green River Rd.
Evansville IN 47725

(812) 867-5437
g.zimmerman@insightbb.com

Young Eagles Coordinator:
John Rudolph

8631 Clifton Dr.
Evansville IN 47725
(812) 480-6898
jrudolph@rudolphweb.com

Newsletter Editor:

Pete Wiggin

738 Woodall Dr.
Evansville, IN 47711

(812) 204-6133

eaa2 Inleditor@hotmail.com

Webmaster:

Steve Eberhart

PO Box 9227
Evansville, IN 47724
(812) 422-4525
steve@newtech.com

Earl Schroeder—Chapter Elder

One of the longest of long time Chapter members, still active and flying an experimental aircrdft bui
with his own hands, is Earl Schroeder. Earl has been around Chapter 21 since the days it met at Mt.
Vernon Airport—and helped revive it after it “died” with the death of that airport. Earl is now our Chap-
ter Vice-President, so | sat down and had a talk with him the other day.

Earl, when'’s the last time you got interviewed for
the newsletter?

I’ve never been interviewed for the newsletter.

Well, it's time we do it, therHow long have you
been flying?

I think it was in the seventies when I got my li-
cense.

Where did you learn a8
to fly?

At Carmi, Illinois.

Some friends of mine knew that I was inter-
ested in airplanes and such, and they made a habit,
on Sunday afternoons, of driving around the com-
munity, just looking at things. They said: “Did you
know there is a helicopter being built on Brookdale
Drive?” Isaid I sure didn’t, so they gave me the
address, and I went over there to look for the heli-
copter. I walked up and introduced myself to Al

- e HOppe. He asked me:
B3 “Do you know any-
# thing about electric-
ity?” So I wound up
wiring the Scorpion I1

Did you learn in that
150 that you bought?

Yes. Ibought the 150
off the Mt. Vernon
airport. [ hadn’t
taken a single flying
lesson at that time. A friend of mine would fly the
airplane back and forth for me. I was using a pas-
ture type runway, and he would go with me to
Carmi, then the instructor would get in, and we’d
fly the 150. When we got done, he would get in
and we would fly back to the farm. Eventually the
instructor signed me off so I could fly back and
forth, just from the farm to Carmi. That was, of
course, solo. Itell people that the biggest thrill for
me was walking out of the house, going down to
the airplane, getting in and taking off all by myself
the first time and flying to Carmi. That was a much
bigger thrill than just soloing. That is really the
definition of FREEDOM. You can come and go as
you please.

You got involved with JB Armstrong
somewhere along the line.

Wiping the morning dew off his Lancair at Oshkosh

A helicopter for him.
Once during that pe-
riod of time he said to
me: “I know of a guy
building an airplane
in his ex-wife’s base-
ment.” So that’s how I met JB. Al Hoppe took me
over and introduced me to JB, and I helped him
drive rivets on the Mustang II.

So you kept your 150 and flew around with JB?

I’ve got over 1000 hours flying with JB. We’d
fly his airplane most of the time, but occasionally
we’d take the 150. We used to belong to the
“Scrambled Egg Squadron” from Louisville, Ken-
tucky. During that period of time Chapter 21 had
dissolved, so JB and I had joined the Louisville
EAA chapter. They had a very active Saturday
morning breakfast club. They would fly all over
the tri-state area. I would get in the 150, fly to Hen-
derson, then we’d get in JB’s airplane and head

east, then we would get on 122.75 and

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1) and he was more than willing to fly the Mustang, so as long as we
ask “Hey, where we going today?” We’d go to Columbus, or down  had that, I would just piddle along. I’d work 3 or 4 hours a week on
to Tennessee somewhere, or just about anyplace. We’d have a it, but I wasn’t in any hurry. But then when he sold his airplane,
dozen airplanes sometimes. and I’d gotten used to the idea of going 180 miles per hour instead

Tell me about when you first got involved with Chapter 21. of 80, I definitely saw the benefits of having a fast airplane.

. - .
Chapter 21 met at the Mt. Vernon airport when I first became What gave you the idea of building a Lancair

involved. There was not a large membership. We met in an office I went to Oshkosh with the intention of choosing a kit. I had
building there on Mt. Vernon airport. I guess the demise of the already decided not to build a metal airplane, because I was never
Chapter coincided with the demise of the airport there. That was able to drill three holes in a straight line. It would have looked aw-

ful. I’d helped JB enough to know that it was a
two man job, bucking rivets, and I knew that I was
going to be working alone. I was looking for
something I could build by myself. I went up
there, basically, to buy a Glasair kit. I went to the
Glasair booth, and maybe they had a bad day or
something, but they were the most unfriendly
bunch of people and just didn’t want to take the
time to talk with me. I decided I wasn’t going to
put up with that, so I walked around the corner and
stumbled on to the Lancair booth. Man, they were
= as friendly as they could be. They let me spend a
they started back up here at Skylane. It might couple hours looking at the manual, they answered
have been me! I’ve held several offices since o s @ my questions. By the time I left Oshkosh I had
then. When the Chapter dissolved, it was one of Earlis almost always the “Ground |nstructordeCIded to buy one. I bought the kit in 1987, and
those things that, you just couldn’t get people to at our Young Eagles rallies had it finished in 2000. I’ve got about 200 hours
hold office. Since I’d lived through the Chapter on it so far.

going under before, I just hated to see it happen again. But we just
kept hanging on. We’ve got enough interest now, I think, that we’ll
be able to continue for awhile. I’m one of those that enjoys the camaraderie of people more
than activities. Activities are fine, but I enjoy being in a non-
structured situation, and I just go wherever the wind blows.

Mt. Vernon acquired the land and the runways
and everything, and it soon disappeared. Several
of us—Keith McCutcheon and I mostly—he was
a member of the Mt. Vernon air board—we tried
unsuccessfully to re-establish the Mt. Vernon Air-
port, but the Mt. Vernon city council and the
mayor didn’t want it.

When did the Chapter get restarted?

sometime in the seventies. The port authority in 1 @ :

It was inactive for, I’d say ten years at least.
I don’t know who the first President was when

Have you got any ideas for the Chapter, what it should be doing?

Tell me about the Lancair.

Well, the Lancair construction period spanned something like
13 years, but I’d say over half that time I was flying with JB. T had
no need for a Lancair. I had the 150 in reasonably good condition, Submitted by Pete Wiggin

These pictures are from
Earl's PERSONAL website:
http://privatepilot.4t.com

2103'Ford Rd

Putting N233EE to bed in it's hangar

A “Google Earth” shot of Earl’s airstrip,
7113, located about 7 miles west of Evansuvillg



N233EE on final at Skylane...

...and Runway 27 at Wittman Field (OSH)
= ST

Chapter 21 Yearly Balance Sheet
2008
Year
Beginning Balance $2,521.82
Receipts
Interest $1.27
Dues $780.00
02/12/2009%16:55:59 1/2 Pot $64.00
Donations $15.00
, Young Eagles Receipts $305.00
Earl's GREAT grandson Jake Christmas Dinner $340.00
Total $1505.27
Chapter 21 Minutes of December
Meeting: Disbursements
) ) Newsletter Print -$192.00
Meeting was held at the Kipplee’s Party Office Rent -$120.00
House for Christmas Dinner and Officer Stamps -$135.66
presentation. Meeting Expense -$73.92
. . . Name Tags -$35.00
Meeting started at 7:45 with Larry Helming Mailing Labels $8.53
talking about what has taken place in 2008. New Check Order $19.58 '
Larry then gave awards to members of EAA Postmaster Fee -$1.50
21 for their contributions in 2008, and pre- EAA National Insurance -$177.00
sented the new officers for 2009. President- EAA National Dues -$50.00
Jay Sanders, Vice President-Earl Schroeder, Indiana Business Entity Report -$0.00
Secretary-Gary Zimmerrpan, Treasu.rerTHugh Bud Starnes Memorial Fund -$305.00
Gerhardt, Newsletter Editor-Pete Wiggin, Posey Co 4-H Council Donation  -$100.00
Web Editor-Steve Eberhart, and Young Ea- Christmas Dinner -$444.09
gles Coordinator-John Rudolph. Meeting Total -$1662.28
closed at 8:30.
) Ending Balance 2,364.81
Gary Zimmerman, Secretary
Bill Gowin, Treasurer
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EAA Chapter 21

738 Woodall Dr
Evansville, IN 47711
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Pete Wiggin — Newsletter Editor
eaa2lnleditor@hotmail.com

Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

EAA21 Chapter Meeting: Wednesday Jan 14, 7:00 PM, Skylane Airport
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