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Chapter 21 Website up and running

In case you hadn’t noticed, our Chapter 21
website is once again online. Our Webmaster,
Steve Eberhart, finally wrested control of the do-
main name (www.eaa2l.org) from the previous
web hosting service, and now has it on the web
server in his basement. I asked him to tell me
about his plans for what the website will soon be-

come. Pete

The web site is up, but
it’s hopelessly out of date.
Soon, hopefully, we’ll have
the announcements of where
the meetings are going to
be.

We’re going to set up a
mechanism so that the
newsletters, as soon as they
are published, are going to
be made available on the
website. I’m going to try to
automate that so that no one
has to physically do it. Our
conscientious newsletter
editor will just upload it into
place and it will show up on
the website.

We’ve had a couple peo-
ple comment that they don’t
want to receive the email

list mailing, because of some of the off-topic dis-
cussions that have gone on, but they still want to be
able to receive the newsletters. So the easiest solu-
tion, I think, is to just make them available on the
website. Just click on the month you want to see,
and it will open up a PDF window, and you’ll be

able to read it online.

The webmaster needs to make it as simple and
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Chapter 21 meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at various locations.

Welcome!! Thanks for landing at our site.
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easy as possible for the newsletter editor to do his
job, and make the newsletter available to people on
the website. Then the webmaster has done his job,
and the newsletter editor has done his job. The
newsletter editor is really going to become much
more of a website editor, if you will, but the web-
master has made his job easy so that he doesn’t

have to be a “techie” to be
able to do it. The website
becomes the newsletter, is
what it comes down to.

I would like to see all of
our builders have an area
where we can document our
projects with pictures and
things like that. We have 12
or 13 RVs either under con-
struction or flying. The soft-
ware is readily available to
do a blog [weblog] which is
nothing more than an area
where you can put your pic-
tures and text easily, and
update it, and we can have
that automatically appear in
the website.

Most websites are static;
they’re not dynamic. They
don’t change much. What
I’m hoping to have is a very

dynamic website, where everybody is contributing.
I don’t think it necessarily has to be, or should be,
the newsletter editor doing that, or the webmaster
doing that. If we have the facilities in place so that
the users can easily supply content, it builds and
grows. You have to have an editor on the top, to

make sure it’s headed in a reasonable direction, but
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I think we can get to that point.



Congress to vote on FAA funding by September 30

If you haven’t written to your Congressman and Senators yet, the time is drawing near. The FAA’s fiscal year ends on September 30, and
that means if Congress doesn’t vote for new funding by then, they won’t have any money to operate. It also means it will be too late to
voice your opinion about how the agency is funded. Chapter member Greg McMichael offered the letter below as a template for writing
your elected representatives. I would add to that these facts:

e Direct user fees are an economic disincentive for any public use of government facilities, whether it be road and bridge tolls, State Park
entrance fees, or air traffic control fees.

e Promising to charge only the wealthiest user is a deceptive tactic. The charging agencies always find a way to charge every user. This
has proven true in every other country that has instituted aviation user fees.

e By removing Congressional authority to regulate the way FAA obtains it’s funding, (which is what user fees would do) important Con-
gressional oversight of the agency is lost.

e  The air traffic control system was developed specifically for commercial and airline users. Non-commercial traffic using the air traffic
control system are simply taking advantage of an infrastructure already in place. Kind of like a small car using an interstate highway
designed to accommodate heavy trucks.

Pete

Dear Senator,

Please note the TRUE facts as pertains to the current health of our FAA infrastructure and its budgetary requirements going forward as outlined below.
As a United States Citizen, Taxpayer, and Voter, I must INSIST that you support HR 2881 and remove ALL General Aviation User Feesfrom S.1300.

There Is No Need for Wholesale Change

e As an elected representative of the American people, you have a vital role as one of the “Board of Directors” for the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, providing budget and management oversight.

e  The Aviation Trust Fund -- the primary source of FAA funding today -- is growing and will continue to grow in the future. It is
NOT running out of money.

e  The mechanisms now in place to collect taxes to support aviation work efficiently. Creating a new funding system would require
expensive new infrastructure.

e  Cost cutting and air traffic control modernization are NOT mutually exclusive. The FAA can do both.

e Because a strong aviation system benefits every American, taxpayers have been willing to help pay for it in the form of a modest
annual General Fund contribution.

The Most Efficient and Safest System in the World

e U.S. air traffic controllers are the most efficient in the world, performing more operations per controller at a lower cost per opera-
tion than their counterparts elsewhere.

e The average number of annual operations per controller in the U.S. is nearly double the number per controller in Canada, and over
eight times the number in Germany and the Netherlands.

e The FAA has a lower cost per operation than other modern air traffic control service providers including Germany, Australia,
Netherlands, and Canada.

e The U.S. air transportation system is the safest, most efficient, and largest in the world, effectively handling more traffic over a
larger area than any other country.

Bigger and Better

e  The United States has nearly four times more airports than any other country (5,300 public use airports and nearly 20,000 landing
facilities of all types).

e The United States has more pilots than any other country with fully 60 percent of the world’s total.

e  General aviation in the United States is an integral part of the U.S. economy, supporting 1.3 million jobs and over $102 billion of
total economic activity.

e  The United States has more General Aviation aircraft than the rest of the world combined. In fact, 68 percent of the world’s GA
aircraft are based and flown in the United States.

Respectfully yours,
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President's Message
Well, it is good to get into some cooler weather for flying. August 2007 is one for the record books but not nice for flying.

I encourage any member who has not already done so to write your legislators in the senate to state your opinion about funding the new
ATC system. We support HR 2881 for no new fees for general aviation.

I am looking forward to seeing everyone at this month's meeting. One or more home built planes by members will be on display near the
meeting house. Notice the meeting starts 1/2 hour earlier than normal.

Wear your name badge and bring a guest. Who knows what scrumptious desert we'll have.

Larry Helming

b
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Minutes of Chapter Meeting — August 6, 2007

John Crabtree and Bud Fritchley flew in from Hepler for the meeting, and Phil Dawes brought his Pulse in for it’s debut. Larry talked about
the great job Pete has been doing on the newsletter, and also talked about the website. Steve Eberhart reports www.eaa21.org will be up
and running in 7 days.

This meeting was mainly about members who went to Oshkosh. Several members talked about going to some of the forums. Earl gave a
report on his arrival and departure there. His point was to arrive early and leave early. Meeting was adjourned when John and Bud had to
leave before dark

Submitted by Gary Zimmerman, Secretary

Chapter 21 Monthly Treasurer's Report
August-07
August 1, 2007 Beginning Balance $2,280.14
Receipts
Interest $0.15
Half Pot $5.50
Donations $5.50
Young Eagles Receipts ~ $257.00
Total $268.15
Disbursements
Newsletter Printing $16.00
Bud Starnes Memorial Fund  $257.00
Total $273.00
August 31, 2007 Ending Balance $2,275.29
Check 1227 outstanding $257.00
Balance ONB 08-30-07 $2,532.29
Submitted by Bill Gowin, Treasurer
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Pete Wiggin — Newsletter Editor
eaa2lnleditor@hotmail.com

Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

Next EAA21 Chapter Meeting: Wednesday September 12, 6:30 PM, Skylane Airport

Activities for the month:
Sept 8 - Shelbyville, Illinois Rotocraft Fly In. (See www.pra.org)

Sept 11-12 - B17 at Bloomington, IN (See www.b17.org)
Sept 12 - EAA 21 meeting Skylane, 6:30 ( 1/2 hour early) and one or more member-owned planes will be on display.

Sept 15 - Gaston's Arkansas for Bull Shoals annual Chili Cook-off ( great grass strip along side of White River.) (See www.gastons.com)

Sept 29 - Annual Lee Bottom Fly In (See www.leebottom.com)

D FLYING FIELD o8
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